
Editing across borders  |  Introduction  |  6th IPEd National Editors Conference  |  Perth 2013 1

E
di

ti
ng

 a
cr

os
s 

bo
rd

er
s Introduction

Welcome to the online proceedings of the 6th IPEd National Editors Conference 
2013 held in Perth, Western Australia.

We were blessed with some top-quality papers and with the kind of diversity we had 
hoped our conference title would inspire. Thanks to one and all who took part. It 
could not have happened without you.

When we called for conference papers, it was in the belief that the same referencing 
system would be adopted for all of them. Isn’t consistency a golden rule of editing? 
It could be applied across all papers and even from conference to conference. 
However, on receiving the papers, we recognised that a number of them had 
been created within particular areas of expertise. Thus the CSIRO presenters, for 
instance, had adopted a reference system that worked for them and is used widely 
within their field of research. While editors will take an interest in the way science 
papers and publications are edited, the note system belongs with the subject matter 
and should remain familiar to those from the same field, people who will be most 
likely to benefit from reading the papers. And so we allowed the different note 
systems to stand.

There are a couple of other anomalies. One is that while we were not intending to 
include panel discussions in the proceedings, two of them had been meticulously 
prepared more or less along the lines of joint presentations, even though they still 
left room for spontaneous expression and for interaction with their audience. We 
decided to include their written version. The other is: How do you edit a paper that 
deliberately bypasses some of the rules of writing? As it turns out, the omissions 
speak for themselves and make the paper all the more interesting. We have left those 
gestures of rebellion exactly as they are.

And I take full responsibility for the choices made. It is my hope, as it is of the 
organising committee, that you will enjoy the variety.

That’s what the conference was all about!

Michèle Drouart

Editor, Conference proceedings


